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Performers

Mala Maña, Voice & Drum
Mala Maña, New Mexico’s own Women’s Voice 
and Drum Ensemble, is a collaboration of eight 
women, singing and playing folkloric drums and 
percussion, cajon, marimba, cuatro, marimbula 
and steel pan. Woven into the mix are Caribbean 
reggaton, contempo rary beat-boxing, African-
American traditional, Caribbean reggaton, 
Mexican cumbia, and their own cumbia-inspired 
original compositions … a unique and exciting 
tapestry of many voices and many drums.

Indigie Femme
Creative forces merge when the 
Northern and Southern Hemi-
spheres come together through 
songs in stories. Tash Terr y 
born and raised on the Navajo 
Nation and Elena Higgins born 
in Aotearoa (New Zealand) of 
Maori and Samoan heritage are 
the powerful musical duo Indigie 
Femme. These international per-
formers have united to unleash 
their creative intelligence that 
taps into their ancestry. Indigie 
Femme weaves innovative and 
traditional songs, finding paral-
lels throughout their experiences.

Mariachi Buenaventura
Mariachi Buenaventura is Santa Fe, New Mexico’s 
First All-Female Mariachi Band! The women play 
a wide variety of traditional and contemporary 
songs. 

Veronica Ortiz
Veroñica Ortiz was born in La Jara, Colorado 
of rancher-sheepherders. Her poetry reflects 
that culture. In 1981 her poetry became a folk 
song about the Northern New Mexico area, now 
her home. She has completed a manuscript of 
poems called Monja Gitana or La Mera Mera. 
She looks to nature and her inner self for solu-
tions to life situations.

Sue Parker’s “Women Are The Rhythm of  Life” 
Sue Parker moved to Abiquiu, NM 20 years 
ago after a career as a college instruc-
tor and director of the Musical Theatre  
Conservatory at Mountain View College in  
Dallas. She teaches voice, piano and musi-
cal theatre to students of all ages. She 
enjoys creating musical shows to show-
case her talented students who come from 
everywhere in northern NM. This theatre 
piece has been specially developed for the 
2014 MALCS Institute using three genera-
tions of women and girls.

Antonia Apodaca & Trio Jalapeño
Trio Jalapeno has been entertaining northern New Mexicans for 
18 years. Antonia Apodaca has been playing the accordian since 
she was six, teaching herself on an old, broken instrument. Her 
parents came from families of musicians in the mountains of 
northern New Mexico. Trio Jalapeño, with Apodaca on accord-
ian, Bernardo Jaramillo on bass and Ray Casias on guitar plays 
traditional northern New Mexico folk tunes, originals from her 
family, and some old-time favorites.


